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Press Highlights

2017
• 91 – VINOUS,  October 2020
“…With a ripe profile of blackberry and black currant and hints of jam sprinkled with sweet spices, black pepper, 
sandalwood and cedar, the aging process is key to this wine. Layer follows upon layer but each ends with herbal 
traces. Intense in the mouth, with active, juicy tannins and a lingering, moderate, packaged freshness, this is a sun-
kissed wine that manages to be fluid and concentrated at the same time.”
• 90 – WINE ADVOCATE, October 2019
“The Bordeaux blend…from San Rafael produced in a traditional way with an élevange in new French barriques 
that has added a patina of aromas reminiscent of cocoa, roasted coffee and smoke intermixed with the herbal and 
ripe fruit notes. The palate is full-bodied, soft and polished with moderate acidity…”

2018
• 93 – VINOUS,  November 2021
"…Mint and cassis lead the way on a nose that also delivers subtle notes of dark fruit and nuances from the aging 
process. In the mouth, it's intense and structured around the lively freshness which enhances the tannins and 
brings energy to the palate. A concentrated, extractive wine, it's still young but will improve greatly in the bottle.“
• 92, Silver Medal – DECANTER WORLD WINE AWARDS, July 2021
• 91 – WINE SPECTATOR, December 31, 2021
"There are peppery hints to the lively red fruit and spice flavors in this red that features hot stone accents. Juicy 
richness and tannic power mark the finish. Malbec, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and Cabernet Franc. Drink now 
through 2025.“
• 90 – WINE ENTHUSIAST, June/July 2022 Issue
“Sourced from San Rafael, this is a full-bodied blend made with 43% Malbec, 37% Cabernet Sauvignon, 15% 
Merlot and 5% Cabernet Franc. Earthy, dark chocolate and red fruit flavors will remind you of delicious cherry 
cordials. It has ripe and smooth tannins and just enough acidity to lift up the flavorful palate. The finish is long and 
has pleasant oaky notes.”

2019
• 94 – VINOUS,  November 2022
“…This vintage marks the wine’s 25thanniversary. Dark purple in hue. The complex nose presents balsamic notes 
of thyme and oregano with hints of dark and red fruit in which the plum sets the tone supported by hints of 
blackcurrant. The 2019 is relaxed on the palate with fairly grippy tannins and a juicy core that sustains volume 
while keeping the flow nimble. This is a rewarding wine with a long-lasting finish.”
• 93 – JAMES SUCKLING,  March 2022
“Sweet blackberries and blueberries on the nose with a hint of vanilla and a mineral edge. The palate shows a little 
more elegance, with juicy fruit and densely packed tannins. Nicely long, subtle finish. Drink now.”

2021
• 92 – JAMES SUCKLING,  March 2024
"An intense red with violets, dark chocolate, thyme and ripe blue fruit on the nose. Some tar and crushed stone. 
It’s firm and full-bodied with compact, chewy layers. Try after 2025.”
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